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Society and Welfare in Ancient China

Yutaka Yokoyama

Abstract
In this paper I will argue that based on the archeological literature, ancient China was of utilized

government assistance. The concept “welfare” was first noted in Han shi waizhuan, a Chinese classic, in

the third century B.C., where it is solely realized through the fair operation of law and impartial

administration following rei. The literature shows that the government of the time provided assistance to

several groups recommended welfare measurements—development for employments of disabled people,

vocational training of the poor, and preferential treatments of the old. It also recommended that

government bureaucrats should give support to the socially weak. These policies of assistance in ancient

Chinese society are ones which can be seen in the current society.
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