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Abstract
This paper takes up an interaction between bureaucracy and welfare in ancient Chinese society,

arguing that whether or not welfare policies were carried out depends on which bureaucrat—xun Ii or

ku Ii in shi ji—was involved in them. In the Qin Dynasty, the constitutional system was established

under the stipulated law, so that the bureaucrats conducted the policies. Caring about the protection of

separation in social hierarchy and socially vulnerable people, the xun Ii performed the employment

security as part of their job for the prohibition of the employment of children and young people as well

as the stabilization of people’s lives. Although the ku i paid care for the poor, on the other hand, no

particular description in the literature was made by the bureaucrat about welfare policies. For one

thing, the government focused more on the maintenance of national security.
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