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Reception and localization of Japanese-style idol training groups in Shanghai, and the
significance of informal education among fan communities

Manabu TOSAKA

Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to consider to the cultural influence of globalized entertainment. Using the
example of Japanese-style idol training groups that have expanded into China, as well as the activities of
their fan communities, we looked at the non-formal educational aspects of their activities that are the
key points of this study. For this purpose, the authors have been gathering data and observing
participants in Shanghai for a number of years. In Section 1, the authors provide their responses to
questions and points of criticism raised in investigative and study groups both inside and outside school,
and discuss the intellectual framework of this study. In Section 2, based on materials gathered online and
locally, a detailed study is made of the activities of fans and their independently organized support
groups. In Section 3, we present a study on the significance of fan activities for individual fans, based on
transcripts of interviews with fans of relevant idol groups, to conduct an analysis from a more detailed
perspective. Through this process, our findings indicate that being a fan of an idol—an activity that can
be viewed as simply a “leisure-time activity for geeks” —actually promotes self-development though its

social activities, and has significance in terms of lifelong learning.

Key words : Participant observation, informal education, self-development, fan community, Sense of be-

longing
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