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Examination of the practicality and areas for improvement of a Comprehensive N-type

Assessment and Support Tool for children at risk of developmental disabilities: A look from

the perspective of patrolling childcare counselors and childcare workers

Mitsuo Matsuyama, Yosino Hamano, Noriko Kurauchi

Abstract

In the present study, we examined the practicality and areas for improvement of a Comprehensive

N-Type Assessment and Support Tool from the perspective of patrolling childcare counselors and

childcare workers. The Comprehensive N-Type Assessment and Support Tool comprises assessment

tools (N-Type strengths and weaknesses checklist and Kaufman Assessment Battery for Children Second

Edition [KABC-II])) and support tools (list of methodology tips, childcare support roadmap) to seamlessly

cover all steps ranging from the detection of children who are at risk of developmental disabilities to

providing of them support. Childcare workers used the N-Type strengths and weaknesses checklist to

assess all 49 children in the senior kindergarten class at one kindergarten and four childcare centers in

Town B, Prefecture A, and found five children to be at risk of a developmental disability. For those five

children, a childcare support plan was created by a patrolling childcare counselor and childcare workers

using the list of methodology tips. The patrolling childcare counselor and four childcare workers who

wrote the plan were given a questionnaire about the practicality of the tools and areas for improvement.

While all responded that the tools had merits, they suggested revising the format of the childcare

support roadmap and suggested the need for training to use the tools.

Key words : children at risk of developmental disabilities, patrolling childcare counselor, childcare

workers, childcare support plan, list of methodology tips
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