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Abstract

This study focuses on social workers and critically investigates how they should work in today s dual
paradigm, wherein they engage in the practice of social work while also being laborers in a capitalist
soclety.

Against this backdrop, there is a concern that as social welfare policy becomes increasingly
marketized, social workers may be forced to work in alienation. Under capitalist production relations,
capitalist management gets strengthened while “concept” and “practice” are separated, resulting in
“alienation” that transforms labor into hardship. This has been observed in social welfare work, and
social workers are not immune to this. However, owing to the essence of social work, ‘concept’ and
“practice” cannot be completely “alienated.” For social workers to not lose this essence, they must

develop self-awareness.
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