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Group Home Care Elderly Patients With Dementia Illness

— Towards maintaining the user’s independence and enabling user-centered care service —

Noriaki TSUCHINAGA

Abstract
Until 1975, the importance of caring for elderly patients suffering from dementia was not sufficiently
addressed, that is, the possibility of healing was not explored. However, in the recent years, there have
been much interest and concern regarding the illness. Various ways, some in concrete forms have been

devised aimed at improving care of patients with different conditions.

For example in the imbecility group home care, it is a well-known fact that group their conditions could
be greatly improved by keeping a mental balance. Doing simple light chores, such as preparing for meals
together or shoppiing together stimulate one’s conscious concentration by way of recollection. As such,

“the process leads to rehabilitation remedy. Since care treatment is not involved in this process, the
subject of care bears no relation to the illness. The group home care concept is ideal since elderly
patients-from five to nine-are placed in the same living environment, where they take turns doing
domestic chores, drawing from their talents and skills. The author received a report concerning a certain
group home, where "women suffering of Alzheimer’s disease of imbecility once came from a hospital
with care treatment’. After moving into the group home, the women patients were required to do some
light chores on their own, "the number of women patients in need of care came down from three to one."
Some were able to fit themselves with diapers and were able to take a few footsteps. After some time,
one patient was able to go to the toilet unassisted.

The author will explore this case study based on the facts made available in the report. The author will
discuss the needs of subject patients and how care should be put into practice in group homes.

Key words : group home, dementia aged persons, self-determination.
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