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The Welfare Nature of “Jianai” in “Mozi”

Yutaka YOKOYAMA

Abstract

The goal of this paper is to reveal that

“jian ai” is characterized by a welfare nature:

it is akin to

Christianity in that it encourages a love of everyone, support for the weak, and the belief in an

anthropomorphic deity. However, while the philanthropism in Christianity yielded an interest in social

welfare in Western society, jian ai did not do so in the East. Rather, it was an ideology perpetrated solely

for administrative purposes, not for unofficial practices. Thus, jian ai did not become the ideology of daily

life in the East.
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