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An analysis of the pre-verbal communication behaviors

- A child with developmental disorder who exhibited problem behaviors -

Teiko IMAKIIRE Masako FUJIWARA Chiyo YASUKAWA Mitsuo MATSUYAMA
Hiroyuki YAMADA Shinichiro KASAI Noriko KURAUCHI

Abstract

Language delay may be a causal factor of problem behaviors. Language comprehension training was administered for a

3-year-old child with problem behaviors such as queer voice and self-mutilation. The six training sessions were

videotaped and analyzed to obtain the frequency of queer voices, the frequency of self-mutilation, and duration of seat

sitting. The frequency of queer voices ranged from 61 to 162. The frequency of self-mutilation ranged from 0 to 14.

The child was able to sit much longer in the last training session (1 minute 46 seconds at the first session; 13 minutes

54 seconds at the final session). Although the frequency of problem behaviors was unchanged, the child could attend

language training better and spoken language improved. Language test showed the improvement of language

comprehension from under 12-month level (CA: 35 month) to 19-month (CA: 43 month). Verbal response rate increased.

The child may have a benefit from language training, but a special program is needed to reduce the problem behaviors.
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