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A Study on the first step program for the volunteer activities

Hiromi YAMANISI

Abstract
In the stream of educational reforms in Japan, there is a need for universities to give students

opportunities to volunteer.

For this purpose, we the Volunteer Center of Kyusyu University of Health and Welfare, started a program

of volunteer activities for our students with the help of area social welfare councils. In spite of some

difficulties, such as the timing of the program and the small number of participants, the students gained a

great deal of experience.

Particularly, our program had a study and training period before the activities, and also after the

activities. We also had meetings for students to express how they felt about experiences. This was very

different from typical volunteer activities.

Although the program lasted only seven days, this program was the first step for our students toward

independent volunteer activities.
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