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Mental health care for abused children in the orphanage

Yoko TANAKA , *Mami NAGATOMO, Naoki MAEDA , Kazuhiro KURIYAMA , ITwao TAKAYAMA

Abstract
Mental health care for abused children in orphanages has developed in the fields of social welfare and

clinical psychology. The purpose of this study is to investigate children's behavioural traits in orphanages

and to examine the support and information exchange amongst the staff. The subjects were 74 school

children living in orphanages. The Social Maturity Scale and Pupil Rating Scale were utilised to assess

children's ability to perform common activities of daily life. Findings show that abused children have a

lower level of ability to perform daily activities, less calmness and fewer interpersonal skills than healthy

children. Therefore it is clear that both a psychological approach and actual training for daily living are

indispensable in terms of the support for abused children. In order to provide this support it is necessary

to employ children's profiles and life records more effectively, and to adopt an active psycho-educational

approach.

Key words . orphanage, child abuse, psychological test, psychological support.
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