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Supportive ways to ensure residential facilities for the mentally handicapped:
Questionnaire findings from a survey of real estate agencies in the Nobeoka area.

Yoriko Kurosu

Abstract

One feature of medical treatment for the mentally handicapped in Japan is the high number of long-
term inpatient hospital stays. One of the causes for these hospital stays is the lack of residential
facilities willing to accept these patients after they leave the hospital This research analyzes the
findings of a questionnaire survey among real estate agencies. After analyzing the survey results,
three important matters were clarified. These concerned allaying the misgivings of real estate agencies
concerning handicapped patients and improving the willingness of real estate agencies to lease
housing to such patients. Firstly, it is important to create an information center for real estate agencies
to provide information related to mental illness and mental health services, Secondly, it is important to
clarify the role of medical institutions as friendly consulting places for real estate agencies who are
renting out residential facilities for the mentally handicapped. Thirdly, it is important to construct a
residential support network which can take the initiative in solving problems for patients and real
estate agencies related to medical institutions, public health centers, local government offices, and
other agencies.
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