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Infant health screening system overlooks some children with development disorders
—at-risk children at birth—

Masako FUJIWARA Shinichiro KASAI Teiko IMAKIIRE
Tsubasa Nakayama Hiroyuki YAMADA

Abstract

Infant health screenings are offered as part of public child health services all over Japan. However,

there are regional differences in the contents of health screenings.

Here, the problems with the current health screening system are discussed by presenting two

children with developmental disorders who went undetected, despite exhibiting low birth weight.

The results suggest that the current health screening system is flawed, as screened items and

methods allow children with some developmental disorders to be overlooked. Other problems included

poor assessment perspectives and no follow-up procedures after consultation.

Extreme low birth weight is a type of developmental disorder that can be corrected with early

therapy. Because one of the objectives of infant health screenings is early detection and therapy for

children with disabilities, it is necessary to identify and monitor children who may have disorders.

When taking into account the necessity of early detection and therapy for childhood disorders, and

the importance of follow-up visits after screenings, it is necessary for speech therapists to be actively

involved.

Key words : routine health examination for children, very low birth weight, high risk infant
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