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Research on Teacher Attitudes toward Child Abusel 0 0O O
To Compare Teachers' attitudes toward life and perception of child abuse with

Mothers’

Yoko Tanaka Yumiko Fujita

Yutaka Yokoyama

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to compare evaluations of potential cases of child abuse from the

perspectives of teachers and mothers, and to assess how attitudes toward life, effect their perspectives.

Participants were 339 teachers of elementary school or junior high school, and 119 mothers who had

elementary-aged schoolchildren or junior high school-aged children .

Subjects completed three surveys: 1. regarding suspected child-abuse cases, 2. attitudes toward life,

and 3. a personal information questionnaire. Factor analysis of first two surveys revealed five factors

loading on the attitudes toward life, three factors loading on the child, and three factors loading on the

family. Our analysis found that teacher perceptions and attitudes were significantly lower than the

mothers in the following categories: © View of traditional family’  View of Children at the type of

admit the right of child’ and * isolated family’ . We also found that mothers and teachers have only

a superficial understanding of child abuse.

Key wordsO Child Abuse, Attitudes toward Life, perception of Child Abuse
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