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Consideration of Social Support and Dreams of Left-Behind Children in Chinese
Agricultural Villages: Summary of Fieldwork of Two Years

Manabu TOSAKA

Abstract

This paper examines and elucidates how the ambitions of left-behind children in poor agricultural
villages can be fulfilled in Chinese society. The following chapter (Chapter 2) verifies important
government documents and considers the effect of Chinese educational reforms on the self-actualization
of left-behind children and children of migrant workers over the next decade. Chapter 3 examines the state
of living and the “dreams” of left-behind children from the children’s perspective on the basis of a survey
conducted in an agricultural village in Hunan Province, which has been the focus of participant observation
for two years. Chapter 4 introduces and considers the significance of the implementation of social care,
which is based on the survey results of economically developed coastal cities. to help the children in these
cities realize their dreams, as these are areas which host migrant workers and their children.

Key words : harmonious society, left-behind children, migrant worker, Hunan Province.
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