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Research on Teacher Attitudes toward Child Abuse (5)
A Preliminary Analysis on Mothers” attitudes toward life and perception of child abuse

Yoko Tanaka  Yumiko Fujita*

Yutaka Yokoyama

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate how typical mothers would evaluate a potential case of

child abuse and how that evaluation relates attitudes toward life. Subjects were 119 mothers who

have elementary-aged schoolchildren or junior high school-aged children.

Subjects completed three surveys:1.regarding suspected child abuse cases, 2.attitudes toward life and

3.personal information questions. Factor analysis on attitudes toward life and perception of child abuse

revealed five factors weighing on the attitudes toward life, three factors weighing on the child and

two factors weighing on the family. Our results suggest that there was the relationship between ‘the

common idea’ in attitudes toward life and ‘ the problem relationship of the family’ in the perception

of child abuse.

We also found that junior high school teachers and mothers in our study had differing perception of

child abuse.
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